Cochlear blood flow in endolymphatic hydrops.
There is no animal model for Meniere's disease but by obliteration of the endolymphatic duct, endolymphatic hydrops may be achieved in several animal species. In order to measure the cochlear blood flow in ears with endolymphatic hydrops the endolymphatic duct was obliterated in 9 guinea pigs. The blood flow was measured with the microsphere method and the cochlear histology was studied. The regional and total blood flow was determined in the serially sectioned cochleas 2, 4 and 8 months after obliteration of the endolymphatic duct. No change in regional or total cochlear blood flow was observed in the hydropic ears.